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CELTICS OVERCOME 
22-POINT DEFICIT 
TO BEAT 76ERS IN 
LONDON
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LARRY FRENCH’S BOWLING COLUMN

TODAY
Rain to snow

61° / 20°

SATURDAY
Clouds, snow

21° / -1°

SUNDAY
Partly sunny

15° / -8°

the-leader.com

By Stephen Borgna
sborgna@the-leader.com

Rep. Tom Reed outlined his 
2018 legislative priorities in a 
media call earlier this week.

Reed, R-Corning, said fol-
lowing tax reform, he intends to 
f o c u s  o n   i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
improvement, welfare reform, 
college tuition costs and agri-
culture - an agenda that could 
reflect Republican priorities in 
Congress. 

“Building on 
that founda-
tional success, 
our top pri-
orities  from 
a big picture 
perspective is 
the need to fix 

America in 2018 when it comes 
to our infrastructure,” he said.

“We’re going to be part of 
a loud voice… in a biparti-
san way, that can support an 
infrastructure bill that goes 

down the path of rebuilding our 
roads, our water, our sewers, 
and our broadband access… in 
districts like ours, and across 
the entire country that are in 
such need for that infrastruc-
ture investment to get us up 
to the point where we have a 
functioning infrastructure of 
the 21st century caliber that 
allows our constituents and 
people across the country to 
prosper and to grow.”

The Problem Solvers Caucus 

co-chaired by Reed recently 
introduced a bipartisan report 
with proposals for fixing 
and modernizing America’s 
infrastructure.

The report states the coun-
try’s infrastructure has fallen 
behind other nations, cannot 
keep pace due to “under-
investment and deferred 
maintenance,” and could hit a 
$2 trillion funding gap across 
the board by 2025.

Reed said welfare reform 

is another issue he wants to
pursue. He described federal
welfare policies as inefficient
and complicated.

“As we look at the welfare
programs across the spectrum
at the federal level, right now
you have hundreds of bureau-
cracies that essentially don’t
know what each is doing, in my
humble opinion,” he said.

He also suggested current
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CORNING - ProAction of 
Steuben and Yates hosted 
hundreds of people at Corning-
Painted Post High School 
auditorium Wednesday evening 
to learn and discuss how trau-
matic experiences in the home 
can have significant effects on 
a child’s mental and physical 
health.

The evening centered around 
a screening of the documen-
tary “Resilience: The Biology 
of Stress and the Science of 
Hope.”

The documentary details how 
doctors and researchers discov-
ered that Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs), such as 
a hostile home environment, 
sexual assault, domestic abuse, 

Documentary details Adverse Childhood Experiences

ProAction hosts 
screening at CPPHS

Rhonda Underhill, Staff Development Coordinator with BOCES, speaks during a ProAction meeting as 
Margie Lawlor, Special Project Director for Kids on Track Steuben, looks on Wednesday at Corning-Painted 
Post High School. [PHOTOS BY ERIC WENSEL/THE LEADER]

Corning-Painted Post Superintendant Mike Ginalski speaks during 
the ProAction meeting Wednesday at the high school. 

By James Post
jpost@the-leader.com

CORNING | Leaders at the 
Corning American Legion hope 
an open house Sunday can help 
convince veterans and their 
families that the Legion can be 
an important part of their lives.

The open house will be held 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Legion hall 
at 8 River Road, and special dis-
counts on membership fees will 
be available that day only.

Legion member Vinnie Hill 
said the Legion is most impor-
tantly a service organization.

“The reason we’re having
this open house is to show
people what we actually do
down there,” Hill said. “We’re
a benevolent association.”

The Legion offers dinners
for veterans, does volunteer
work, sponsors youth programs
including the nationwide Boys
State and Girls State events
and sponsors Legion baseball,
among many other programs.

Those and other programs are
supported by the Sons of the
American Legion and Legion

American Legion 
hosting open house
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By Christopher Weber 
and Brian Melley
The Associated Press

MONTECITO, Calif.  — More 
than two full days after mud-
slides ravaged the coastal town 
of Montecito, the search for the 
missing became an increasingly 
desperate exercise Thursday, 
with growing doubts about 
whether anyone would be found 
alive. Seventeen people from 
ages 3 to 89 were confirmed 
dead, and eight others were 
unaccounted for.

“They’re not going to find 
survivors anymore. They’re 
going to find bodies in the mud,” 
said David Weinert, who feared 
two of his neighbors were among 
the dead and turned out to be 
right in at least one case. “It’s 
emotional for me to say this, but 
I think they’re gone.”

The air smelled of sewage and 
ash as more than a dozen fire-
fighters climbed through rubble 
in the backyard of a mansion 
that had been torn apart. Some 
rescuers used poles to probe the 
muck for bodies, while others 
waded chest-deep in the mire. 
Two Labrador retrievers swam 
around a debris-filled swimming 

pool, trying to pick up any scent.
“At this moment, we are still

looking for live victims,” Santa
Barbara fire Capt. Gary Pitney
said. But he confessed: “The
likelihood is increasing that we’ll
be finding bodies, not survivors.
You have to start accepting the
reality of that.”

He noted that one survivor
pulled from the muck earlier
in the week was suffering from
hypothermia after just an hour.

Hopes of fi nding survivors drop 
after California mudslides

A fi refi ghter cleans debris from 
an area damaged by storms 
Thursday in Montecito, Calif. 
Rescue workers slogged through 
knee-deep ooze and used long 
poles to probe for bodies as the 
search dragged on for victims of 
the mudslides that slammed this 
wealthy coastal town. [MARCIO 

JOSE SANCHEZ/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]
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serious illness and neglect 
etc., can lead to prolonged 
or perpetual states of stress 
in young children.

This chronic state of stress 
is known as toxic stress. 
The documentary states 
the younger a person is, the 
more damage toxic stress 
can have on the body and 
mind.

Researchers have iden-
tified a link in children 
between toxic stress and 
likelihood of disease, home-
lessness, prison time, or 
early death.

The documentary also 
explores a movement to 
treat and prevent toxic 
stress. ProAction of Steuben 
and Yates hoped to bring the 
audience on board and help 
spread the word about an 

underreported problem.
“Right now research is 

showing us that almost half 
(of U.S. children) are experi-
encing some type of adverse 
health experience or trauma 
in their lifetime by the time 
they’re 18,” said Kaityln 
McWilliams of the Finger 
Lakes Resiliency Network.

C-PP Superintendent Mike 
Ginalski said the information 
in the documentary left an 
impression on him, and he 
is hopeful more awareness 
could have an impact.

“For me, it felt over-
whelming as a leader. 
But I feel hope that with a 
coordinated effort com-
munity-wide, we can begin 
to attack some of these 
things,” he said. “It’s tre-
mendous when you think 
about it because it’s really 
been right under our nose. 
The whole time.”

To minimize children’s 
stress in the household, 
parents and educators are 

encouraged to follow a set 
of guidelines from Prevent 
Child Abuse New York called 
The Protective Factors 
Framework:

• Parental Resilience 
- Finding ways to solve 
problems, building and 
sustaining trusting relation-
ships including relationships 
with the child, and know-
ing how to seek help when 
necessary.

• Social Connections - 
Networks of support are 
essential to parents and 
also offer opportunities 
for people to “give back,” 
an important part of self-
esteem as well as a benefit 
for the community.

• Concrete Support in 
Times of Need - Meeting 
basic economic needs like 
food, shelter, clothing and 
healthcare is essential for 
families to thrive. Likewise, 
when families encounter 
a crisis such as domestic 
violence, mental illness or 

substance abuse, adequate
services and support need
to be in place to provide
stability, treatment and
help for family members to
get through the crisis.

• Knowledge of Parenting
and Child Development -
Accurate information about
child development and
appropriate expectations for
children’s behavior at every
age help parents see children
and youth in a positive light
and promote their healthy
development.

• Social and Emotional
Competence of Children
- A child or youth’s ability
to interact positively with
others, self-regulate their
behavior and effectively
communicate their feel-
ings has a positive impact
on their relationships with
their family, other adults,
and peers.

For more information, call
ProAction of Steuben and
Yates at (607) 776-2125.
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welfare programs don’t 
embolden individuals to 
get off of them.

R e e d  s a i d  C o n g r e s s 
needs to “consolidate 
and streamline these pro-
grams,” and also institute 
work, educational and 
volunteer requirements to 
receive benefits.

“From my perspective, 
when we do this welfare 
reform, making sure we 
have policies that reward 

work, that encourage work, 
and empower people to be 
able to work, is something 
we should make a corner-
stone of welfare reform 
going forward,” he said.

Reed also said he wants 
to address the high cost of 
college tuition.

He said the GOP tax 
reform bill has already 
taken a step to confront 
that by “exposing the issue 
of spending when it comes 
to colleges and universities 
and endowments that are 
highly funded.”

The bill includes a 1.4 
percent excise tax on 
investment income for 

p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s  w i t h 
endowments of $500,000 
per full-time student and 
at least 500 tuition-paying 
students.

“And I think we can build 
off that success to develop 
policies that bring more 
sunshine and transparency 
to the issue of spending in 
higher education and col-
leges, and then also to 
direct some of this tax free 
and tax-preferred dollars 
that colleges and universi-
ties are getting, to tuition 
reduction for our families 
and hardworking folks in 
particular,” Reed said.

The tax is one of many 

controversial parts of the
tax bill. Critics view it as a
tax on charitable donations
that many universities rely
on. 

The GOP’s intention to
overhaul the welfare system
has also  taken heat  from
democrats who view it as
an attack on programs that
benefit the poor and make
up less than 10 percent of
federal spending. 

Reed also touched on
maintaining crop research
programs and reforming
dairy protection pro-
grams, such as the Margin
Protection Program, to help
upstate farmers.

REED
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By Seth Borenstein
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
Consider this cold comfort: 
A quick study of the brutal 
American cold snap found 
that the Arctic blast really 
wasn’t global warming but 
a freak of nature.

Frigid weather like the 
two-week cold spell that 
began around Christmas is 
15 times rarer than it was a 
century ago, according to a 
team of international sci-
entists who does real-time 
analyses to see if extreme 
weather events are natural 
or more likely to happen 
because of climate change.

The cold snap that gripped 
the East Coast and Midwest 
region was a rarity that bucks 
the warming trend, said 
researcher Claudia Tebaldi 
of the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research and 
the private organization 
Climate Central.

The same team had con-
nected several weather 
events last year to man-
made global warming 
including Hurricane Harvey 
that battered the U.S. and 
Caribbean and the French 
floods.

“It was very definitely 
strange, especially now,” 
said study co-author 
Gabriel Vecchi of Princeton 
University. A century ago 
“it wouldn’t have been that 
strange. Things like this are 
becoming stranger.”

The study by the World
Weather Attribution ana-
lyzed weather records
dating back to 1880 and
found the cold weather that
hit a swath of the U.S. from
Maine to Minnesota tends
to happen once every 250
years. In the early 1900s, it
happened about once every
17 years. Climate change has
made such cold spells less
common and less intense,
the group said.

The study, based on
observations and statistics,
did not find evidence for a
popular scientific theory
that links melting Arctic
sea ice to blasts of cold
air escaping the top of the
world.

The theory is still debated
by scientists but gaining cre-
dence .

It is based on pressure
changes and other factors
that cause the jet stream to
plunge and weather systems
to get stuck. But the latest
analysis didn’t find such
evidence.

Three scientists whose
studies have connected
Arctic warming to changes
in extreme events disagree.

Because such atmospheric
pressure changes happen
occasionally, quick studies
that rely on averages miss
extreme events like the
recent cold spell, said James
Overland of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration who sup-
ports the theory.

Recent cold snap a freak 
of nature, scientists say

By Alan Fram
and Andrew Taylor
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  — 
President Donald Trump 
questioned Thursday why 
the U.S. should permit more 
immigrants from “s---hole 
countries” after senators 
discussed revamping rules 
affecting entrants from 
Africa and Haiti, according 
to three people briefed on 
the conversation.

Trump made the remark 
in the Oval Office as two 
lawmakers described 
details to him of a bipar-
tisan compromise among 
six senators that would 
extend protections against 
deportation for hundreds of 
thousands of young immi-
grants and strengthen 
border protections.

The senators had hoped 
Trump would back their 
accord, ending a months-
long, bitter dispute over 
protecting “Dreamers.” 
But the White House later 
rejected their proposed 
agreement, plunging the 
issue back into uncertainty 
just eight days before a 
deadline that threatens a 
government shutdown.

During their conversa-
tion, Dick Durbin of Illinois, 
the chamber’s No. 2 Senate 
Democratic leader, was 
explaining that as part of 

that deal, a lottery for visas 
that has benefited people 
from Africa and other 
nations would be ended, the 
sources said, though there 
could be some other way for 
them to apply. Durbin said 
people would be allowed 
to stay in the U.S. who fled 
here after disasters hit their 
homes in places including El 
Salvador, Guatemala and 
Haiti.

Trump specifically ques-
tioned why the U.S. would 
want to admit more people 
from Haiti. He also men-
tioned Africa and asked why 
more people from “s---
hole countries” should be 
allowed into the U.S., the 

sources said.
The president suggested 

that instead, the U.S. 
should allow more entrants 
from countries like Norway. 
Trump met this week with 
Norwegian Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg.

Asked about the remarks, 
White House spokesman 
Raj Shah did not deny them.

“Certain Washington 
politicians choose to fight 
for foreign countries, 
but President Trump 
will always fight for the 
American people,” he said.

Trump’s remarks were 
remarkable even by the 
standards of a president 
who has been accused 

by his foes of racist atti-
tudes and has routinely 
smashed through public 
decorum that his modern 
predecessors have gener-
ally embraced.

The sources spoke on 
condition of anonym-
ity because they weren’t 
authorized to publicly 
describe the conversation.

The Trump adminis-
tration announced late 
last year that it would end 
a temporary residency 
permit program that 
allowed nearly 60,000 citi-
zens from Haiti to live and 
work in the United States 
following a devastating 
2010 earthquake.

T r u m p  h a s  s p o k e n 
positively about Haitians 
in public. During a 2016 
campaign event in Miami, 
he said “the Haitian people 
deserve better” and told 
the audience of Haitian-
Americans he wanted to 
“be your greatest cham-
pion, and I will be your 
champion.”

The agreement that 
Durbin and Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., described 
to Trump also includes his 
$1.6 billion request for a first 
installment on his long-
sought border wall, aides 
familiar with the agree-
ment said. They required 
anonymity because the 
agreement is not yet public.

Trump: Why allow people 
from ‘s---hole countries’? 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., left, 
walks with Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the minority whip, as 
lawmakers continue negotiating on a deal that would 
include a fi x for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program, at the Capitol, Thursday in Washington. [J. 

SCOTT APPLEWHITE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

Auxiliary groups.
While the Legion itself is 

open only to veterans who 
served during wartime, the 
Sons and Auxiliary open 
membership to family 
members of veterans.

“The ladies and the sons 
are a big part of the organi-
zation,” Hill said. “That’s 
why we call it a ‘Legion 
family.’”

Auxiliary member Diane 
Gridley said more specific 
information about eligibil-
ity will be available at the 
open house.

She said Sunday’s event 
will  feature food and 

drinks, raffles including a 
television giveaway, door 
prizes and other activities.

It will also include more 
serious events including 
demonstrations by the 
Legion’s ritual team, which 
will show off the proper 
way to fold the American 
flag among other ceremo-
nial duties, Gridley said.

Hill said the Legion, like 
many other similar orga-
nizations, has had trouble 
attracting younger mem-
bers, particularly from the 
1990-91 Gulf War era and 
after.

Likely the biggest group 
of eligible veterans who 
haven’t joined up with 
organizations like the 
Legion is those who served 
post-9/11.

“ I  j o i n e d  f r o m 

(serving during conflicts
in) Lebanon and Grenada,”
he said. Those often-for-
gotten U.S. conflicts took
place in 1982 and 1983.
Another wartime period
often overlooked is the U.S.
invasion of Panama from
late 1989 to early 1990.

As World War II vet-
erans enter their nineties
and with Vietnam veterans
generally in their sixties or
seventies, “it’s falling to
the younger veterans” to
keep up the organization,
Hill said.

More information on
Corning American Legion
is available online at www.
corningamericanlegion.
com.

I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e
national organization is at
www.legion.org.

LEGION
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Crews marked places 
where bodies were found, 
often far away from a 
home, and used that infor-
mation to guess where 
other victims might have 
ended up as the surg-
ing mud carried or buried 
them.

The disaster, touched 
off by heavy rain, took 
many homeowners by 
surprise early Tuesday, 
despite evacuation orders 
and warnings issued days 
in advance that mudslides 
were possible because 
recent wildfires in the 
hills had stripped away 

vegetation that normally 
holds soil in place.

As the rainwater made 
its way downhill with 
gathering force, it pried 
boulders from the ground 
and picked up trees and 
other debris that flattened 
homes, cars and carried 
at least one body a mile 
away.

The disaster was already 
unfolding when Santa 
Barbara County offi-
cials sent out their first 
cellphone alert at 3:50 
a.m. County emergency 
manager Jeff Gater said 
officials decided not to 
send one sooner out of 
concern it might not be 
taken seriously.

From above, thrashed 
areas of town appeared 
awash in a sea of mud, 

with only the tallest trees 
standing and some homes 
buried up to their roofs. 
Next to some of the dev-
astated areas sat large 
estates untouched by the 
torrent, their lawns still 
green and the landscap-
ing lush.

C o u n t y  a u t h o r i t i e s 
sent a shudder through 
the community early 
T h u r s d a y  w h e n  t h e y 
reported that the number 
of people unaccounted 
for had surged from 16 to 
48. But within an hour, 
they said they had made 
a clerical error and the 
actual number of missing 
was eight.

“ H o w  d o e s  t h a t 
happen?” Weinert asked. 
“That’s a crazy mistake to 
make.”
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FIVE-DAY FORECAST

Today
Rain, heavy at times

High | 61 Low | 20

Saturday
Cloudy, snow 
showers, 
windy
High | 21
Low | -1

Sunday
Partly sunny

High | 15
Low | -8

Monday
P. sunny, 
poss. late 
snow shwrs
High | 21
Low | 15

Tuesday
M. cloudy, 
chance of 
snow shwrs
High | 30
Low | 12

Fronts

Pressure
Cold

Showers Rain T-storms Flurries Snow Ice
H
High

L
Low

Warm Stationary

<-10 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110+-0s 0s

H

L

L

L

L

MOON PHASES
 First Full Last New

 JAN. 24 JAN. 31 FEB. 7 JAN. 16

SUNRISE | SUNSET
Sunrise today 7:35 a.m.
Sunset today 4:58 p.m.

Sunrise Saturday 7:34 a.m.
Sunset Saturday 4:59 p.m.
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